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Willem Coenraad Ackermann 
ID: 970706 5022 080  

 27 February 2020 
Human Resources Officer 
Rubenstein Attorneys 
43 Somerset Rd,  
Green Point, Cape Town,  
8001 
 
To whom this may concern 
 
APPLICATION FOR ARTICLES OF CLERKSHIP AS FROM 2021 
 
I write to you as a BA (Law) graduate and current LLB student from the University of 
Pretoria, this letter serves to express my desire to serve articles of clerkship 
Rubenstein Attorneys from 2021. 
 
I have learnt to love challenges in life, as they give me the opportunity to solve them 
and grow as a person. I have a deep curiosity about how things and systems work, 
what better way to learn about the most central and applicable system to all mankind 
than the law? Legal practice will give me the opportunity to help others overcome 
their challenges as well. 
I would describe myself as a very inquisitive, reliable and trustworthy person who 
can effectively manage time and prioritizes facts and tasks at hand for a very 
productive outcome.  I would describe myself as a goal-set and driven person. I am 
energetic, outgoing and a respectful and ethical individual who wishes to learn, and 
develop myself not only as a lawyer but also as a person.  I am honest, hardworking, 
and thorough. I value punctuality and believe that good manners and work-ethic is 
the most important aspect in the work place. 
 
Further, my internship and part-time work has equipped me with inter-personal 
communication skills, empathy, dexterity as well as insight in corporate dealings of 
multi-national enterprise.  My extra-curricular activities have provided me with the 
ability to work well as a team, as well as the ability to reflect and better my own skills 
to keep up with the competition and even surpass them.  
 
I wish to serve my articles of clerkship at Rubenstein Attorneys, not only because I 
feel your firm could shape me into becoming a great legal practitioner in general, but 
also expose me to a great variety of legal areas and make me the best lawyer in 
those respective areas that I can be. I am certain that I will be a great asset to 
Rubenstein Attorneys due to my hardworking nature, empathy and passion for the 
law. 
There is more in depth on my experience and qualifications in my attached 
Curriculum Vitae as well as the supporting documents, which I would appreciate you 
looking over. Please contact me at any time if you require further documentation or 
to schedule an interview at your convenience.  
 
Thank you for your time and I appreciate your consideration and look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Willem Coenraad Ackermann (Mr.) 
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Tertiary Education 
 
 
University of Pretoria 

 BA (Law), Faculty of Humanities (2018) 
Majors: Law, Psychology 
 

 LLB, Faculty of Law (graduate 2020) 
Electives: Law of Damages, Private International Law, Transnational 
Business Law, Media Law. 

 
Academic achievements 
 
Passed all modules and gained a weighted average of 60%. 
 
Leadership roles 
Second Year Committee, Vividus-men Day House (currently Dregeana Day House) 
 
Community Engagement 

 Psychology 320 Community engagement Project  
Investigate, drafting reports and feedback on community issues in the 
Mamelodi community, especially those regarding Viva Village, a home for 
youth in need. 

 Rag Committee 2017 
Various Outreach Programs, including Zama-Zama outreach program, SPCA 
etc. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Education 
 
National Senior Certificate, Hoërskool Zwartkop (2011 to 2015) 
 
Academic achievements 

 Obtained distinctions: English, Afrikaans, Geography and Life Orientation 
 

Leadership roles 

 Deputy Head boy (2014/2015)  

 Chairperson and member of the School’s Debate Team (2015)  

 Head of School’s Charity Committee (2014/2015)  

 Head Conductor of School’s Support Squad (2015) 
 

Culture 

 Chairperson of Debate Team (2015) 

 UNISA grade 5 Music Theory Certificate (2015) 
 

Community Engagement 
Member and head of the School’s Outreach Committee (2014/2015) 
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Experience 
 
Savage, Jooste & Adams 
Winter Vacation program 2019: 
 
Duties and Skills acquired: 

o Exposure to the workings of a large law firm 
o Attendance of pre-trial meetings and negotiations 
o Attendance of lectures and workshops of relevant legal matters  
o Insight in client consultation 
o Serving and Filing expeditions 
o Insight in the administration process of a law firm 

 
BMW Financial Services 
Intern in:  

 Collections 

 Legal 

 Compliance 
 
Duties and skills acquired 

o Client consultations 
o How the law works in a multi-national franchise 
o How the law works in a corporate setting 
o Insight how financial services providers work on a regular basis. 
o Negotiation and communication with clients to reach the monthly recovery 

target. 
o Insight to internal application of the law as well as how the corporation has to 

conform to the law on a daily basis 
o Insight into Sequestration and Liquidation as well as insolvent estates 

processes 
o Drafting  
o Researching and maintain knowledge on the relevant of legislation  that may 

have had an impact on the monetary claims with debtors, i.e. Insolvency Act, 
National Credit Act etc. 

 
 
Music Tutor 
 
Duties and skills acquired 

o Inter-personal communication 
o Preparation skills 
o Training and Presentation skills 
o Dexterity and Resourcefulness 
o Adaptable to change tactics and approach to a situation 
o Patience 
o Fund and Time as well as Resource Management 
o Client Acquisition, Retention and Relations. 

 
 
Technical Skills 
 
Computer literate in Microsoft Word, Excel and Powerpoint. 
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Exra-mural activities and hobbies 

o I am a North-Gauteng Archer in the ABO/3Di Division. 
o Music Composer and Guitar player. 
o Part-time Music and Guitar Tutor. 
o Filmmaker and Photographer 

 
Personal Details 

 
Nationality    South African 
Driver’s License   Code: EB, own vehicle 
Marital Status   unmarried 
Dependents    None 
Relocation Relocation is not a problem as I have family who 

lives in Cape Town 
 
Language Proficiency 

 
 
English and Afrikaans:  Read, write and speak – Fluent and Professional 
 
 
References: 

 
Mr Mervin Gounden (Process and Quality Manager: BMW Financial Services) 
-Letter attached 
Alternatively: 
Mervin.Gounden@bmwfinance.co,za 
 
 
Natasha Venter (HR Manager: Savage Jooste & Adams) 
-letter attached 
Alternatively: 
natashav@savage.co.za 
(012) 452 8200  
 
 
Supporting documentation 

 Academic transcripts, University of Pretoria 

 Matric Certificate, Department of Higher Education 

 Reference letters: Savage Jooste & Adams, BMW Financial Services 

 Certified ID Document 

 Certified Drivers License copy 
 
More supporting documentation available on request. 
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